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 Reception Newsletter
September-October 2026 Autumn Term 1
	Theme
This half term our theme is :

Proud to be me.
We will share our favourite things, explore what we look like, our families and where we come from. We will also identify and celebrate our differences.

We will explore our school and everyone in it and begin to explore our local community.  
Please send a family photo via Tapestry so your child can share and talk about it with their peers.
	Phonics and Maths
Phonics
In phonics this half term we are exploring and identifying environmental and instrumental sounds. We are also learning our first set of letter sounds focusing on the initial sounds in words.
Maths

In Maths this half term we are recognising numerals in the environment, developing our subitising and counting skills. We will also be exploring the composition of numbers within 5 and comparing objects using mathematical vocabulary related to size and shape. 

	Reminders 
Enhancement fund contributions are due at the beginning of each half term. This enables the children to experience a range of different snacks alongside their daily fruit. It also contributes towards providing experiences linked to festivals, celebrations and themes throughout the year.

£3.50 per half term or £20 for the year.

Please ensure your child has the following items in school to support their learning and development:

A water bottle

A spare change of clothing in a small bag on their peg (in case they get wet/muddy outside)
A P.E kit in a small bag

A pair of wellington boots 

A waterproof suit 

Please name all items to help prevent them being misplaced.
P.E is every Tuesday.
Please ensure your child has full P.E kit in school on their peg to change into. We encourage children to change for P.E to promote independence in Autumn term. 
Show and tell is every Thursday. 

Please send any photos of your child achievement or what you have done at the weekend via Tapestry so your child can share and talk about it to their class.
	Class Information and Contact
School Starts at 8:30am (Doors close at 8:40am)
School Finishes at 3:00pm (Doors close at 3:10pm)
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Please download the Tapestry app onto your phone. We use this platform to share your child’s learning journey in Reception. 
[image: image4.jpg]



Please also download Parent Apps Connect. This is for school communications about upcoming events, important letters and information. 
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If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to a member of the Reception team on the door at drop off or pick up times. 
You can also email the Reception team at reception@swainhouse.bradford.sch.uk and a member of staff will get back to you as soon as possible.




Reception - Dates for Diary


Monday 21st September- Flouride Varnish Team In School


(available at drop off in the morning to register for your child to have the fluoride varnish applied at school)


Thursday 24th September – Individual Photos


(photo’s being taken for the school system)


Friday 25th September - Reception Parent Drop In 3:10-3:30pm


(opportunity to ask any questions/have an informal chat)


Monday 28th September - Book fair in school


(opportunity to purchase books- school hall)


Tuesday 29th September – Tapestry Workshop Drop In 3:10-3:30pm (In Reception Classroom)


(opportunity to learn how to use tapestry on your own device and get signed up if you haven’t already)


Tuesday 6th  October - Phonics Parent Meeting 8:45am, 3:15pm or 5:00pm


(all parents/carers welcome to learn how we teach phonics at Swain House Primary School)


Tuesday 13th October - Parent Consultation Day (via appointment)


(in person or telephone appointment to discuss how your child has settled into Reception)


Monday 12th October- Dental Team Flouride Varnish 


(Children who have parental permission will have fluoride varnish applied at school during the day)


Friday 16th October - Harvest Craft Afternoon (Stay and Play) 2:00pm-2:45pm


(one parent/carer welcome to come and engage in autumnal/harvest craft activities with your child)


Thursday 15th  October - Halloween Disco 5:00-6:30pm


(Children can attend the Halloween disco- we recommend parents/carers accompany Reception children at their first disco)


Thursday 22nd October - School Closes for half term


(School is closed until Monday 2nd November. Please take all your child’s belongings home for the holidays)












