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1. Aims
This policy aims to: 
· Set out our approach to requiring a uniform that is of reasonable cost and offers the best value for money for parents and carers
· Explain how we will avoid discrimination in line with our legal duties under the Equality Act 2010 
· Clarify our expectations for school uniform 


[bookmark: _Toc216772455]2. Our school’s legal duties under the Equality Act 2010
The Equality Act 2010 prohibits discrimination against an individual based on the protected characteristics, which include age, sex, sexual orientation, disability, race, religion or belief, pregnancy and maternity, and gender reassignment. 
To avoid discrimination, our school will: 
· Avoid listing uniform items based on sex, to give all Children the opportunity to wear the uniform they feel most comfortable in or that most reflects their self-identified gender 
· Allow all children to have long hair (though we reserve the right to ask for this to be tied back) 
· Allow all children to style their hair in a way that is appropriate for school and makes them feel most comfortable 
· Allow children to request changes to swimwear for religious reasons or if they are experiencing discomfort 
· Allow children to wear headscarves and/or other religious garments 
· Allow children with sensory or physical needs to make reasonable adaptations to their uniform depending on their specific needs
Where the school receives requests for religious or disability-related uniform adaptations, these will be considered under the Equality Act 2010. The school will carry out an individual assessment, record decisions and the rationale, and review arrangements at least annually or sooner if circumstances change

[bookmark: _Toc216772456]3. Limiting the cost of school uniform 
Our school has a duty to make sure that the uniform we require is affordable, in line with statutory guidance from the Department for Education (DfE) on the cost of school uniform. 
We understand that items with distinctive characteristics (such as branded items, or items that need to have a school logo or a unique fabric/colour/design) cannot be purchased from a wide range of retailers and that requiring many such items limits parents/carers’ ability to ‘shop around’ for a low price.  
We will make sure our uniform:
· Is available at a reasonable cost 
· Provides the best value for money for parents/carers
· We will do this by: 
· Carefully considering whether any items with distinctive characteristics are necessary
· Limiting any items with distinctive characteristics where possible 
· Keeping the number of optional branded items to a minimum, so that the school’s uniform can act as a social leveller 
· Avoiding different uniform requirements for different years and classes
· Avoiding different uniform requirements for extra-curricular activities 
· Considering alternative methods for signalling differences in groups for interschool competitions, such as creating posters or labels 
· Making sure that arrangements are in place for parents/carers to acquire second-hand uniform items 
· Avoiding frequent changes to uniform specifications and minimising the financial impact on parents/carers of any changes
· Consulting with parents/carers and Children on any proposed significant changes to the uniform policy and carefully considering any complaints about the policy

[bookmark: _Toc216772457]4. Expectations for school uniform
4.1 Our school’s uniform
Uniform 
· White or light blue polo shirt or blouse/shirt
· Black or grey school tailored trousers
· Black or grey skirt, pinafore or Salwar Kameez
· Royal blue sweatshirt with/without school logo
· Royal blue cardigan with/without school logo
· Royal blue fleece with/without school logo
· Black/grey/white plain tights

Alternative – optional summer uniform 
· Black or grey knee length shorts
· Blue gingham summer dress

PE Kits 
Children in Y1 – Y6 can come to school in their PE kit on their allocated days. 
Earrings need to be taken out on the day of your child’s PE lessons. If they cannot be taken out, earrings must be taped over before they come to school.
· Plain white t- shirt 
· Plain black, navy or grey shorts 
· Plain black, navy or grey leggings
· Plain black, navy or grey joggers 
· Plain black, navy or grey sweatshirt—without logos
· Trainers for outdoor PE

Swimming kit for Y4 children 
Parents will be informed in advance about swimming lessons and any requirement for goggles or hair coverings. Where a pupil cannot participate in swimming for medical or religious reasons, the school will provide alternative supervised activities. Parental consent and any medical information will be collected before the first session.
· Swimming costume or burkini
· Swimming trunks or shorts (with mesh)
· Towel 
· Dressing gown (optional)
· Sandals/flip flops 

Footwear
Children must wear either black school shoes or black trainers (entirely black) for school. During bad weather, if Children come to school in wellies or boots, they must bring black school shoes or trainers to change into.

Jewellery

Children may not wear jewellery with the exception of one pair of stud earrings and watches (not smart watches).  Swain House Primary accommodates exceptions to the above statement for recognised religious reasons in accordance with guidance from Bradford Council. Requests for exceptions should be made in writing. 
Bags

All children in Reception will be provided with a free logoed book bag. As children move through school, they can bring their own backpack if they would like to.  
Outdoor clothing
Children are strongly encouraged to wear a coat that is suitable for the varying weather conditions. Coats should be waterproof and warm enough to ensure the child remains comfortable during outdoor break times and travel to/from school. To keep costs low for families, we do not require coats to have a school logo. 
During the summer months, children are encouraged to wear a sun hat or baseball cap. These do not need to be logoed. 
Adaptations for pupils with SEND (including pupils in the RP)
Where a pupil’s sensory, physical, communication or hearing needs mean standard uniform is unsuitable (e.g. particular fastenings, materials or ear protectors), the school will work with parents and relevant professionals to identify suitable alternatives and record agreed adjustments in the pupil’s support plan or EHCP where appropriate.

4.2 Where to purchase our school uniform
Our uniform is designed to be affordable and accessible. Children are not required to wear any logoed items of clothing; however, logoed items of clothing can be purchased from the Unform shop in Bradford.

Most items, including trousers, skirts, polo 
shirts and jumpers/cardigans can be purchased from high street retailers or supermarkets.
Sweatshirts, cardigans, fleeces and outdoor PE tops with the school logo can be purchased from The Uniform Shop in Bradford. 
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We know how quickly children grow and how expensive replacing uniforms can be, so we want to make it easier for our families to access quality school wear while helping the environment. To support our families, we run a school Uniform Swap Shop every half term. 

The Uniform Swap Shop runs at the end of every half term and is held in the small hall. A letter is sent to families informing them of the Uniform Swap Shop date. Families can attend the Uniform Swap Shop whether or not they are able to donate items.

[bookmark: _Toc216772458]5. Expectations for our school community 
5.1 Children
Children are expected to wear the correct uniform at all times (other than specified non-school uniform days) while:
On the school premises
At out-of-school events or on trips that are organised by the school, or where they are representing the school (if required)
5.2  Parents and carers
Parents and carers are expected to make sure their child has the correct uniform and PE kit, and that every item is clearly labelled with the child’s name.
Requests for exemptions or adaptations must be made in writing to the school office. The school will record the request, outcome, and any review date. Disputes about cost or uniform will be handled under the school’s complaints policy; where required, the school will signpost families to local support agencies and maintain confidentiality when handling financial hardship.
5.3 Staff 
Staff will closely monitor children to make sure they are in the correct uniform. 
If we notice a child is not wearing the correct school uniform, we may discuss this with the child or contact parents to see if we can do anything to help. Staff will send a uniform reminder slip home with the child with a QR code linked to our uniform page on the school website. 
If things don’t improve after a reminder, a member of our Pastoral or Leadership Team will contact families to discuss any barriers they might be facing and offer support if needed. Most importantly, if you are experiencing any financial difficulties, please let us know. We will always handle these situations with absolute discretion.

5.4 Governors 
The Governing Body will review this policy and make sure that it:
Is appropriate for our school’s context 
Offers a uniform that is appropriate, practical and safe for all children   

[bookmark: _Toc216772459]6. Monitoring arrangements 
This policy will be reviewed annually and sooner if there are significant changes to statutory guidance or school circumstances. At each review, it will be approved by the Full Governing Body.

[bookmark: _Toc531168964][bookmark: _Toc531176464][bookmark: _Toc216772460]7. Links to other policies 
This policy is linked to our:
Behaviour policy
Equality information and objectives statement 
Anti-bullying policy 
Complaints policy
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