
 

 

 

 

 

During the last few weeks the life skills group have been improving their baking skills, they have 

chosen a recipe, made a list of ingredients they would need to buy and cooked the perfect cookie 

dough pizzas! 



At Swain House Primary School we believe that good attendance and punctuality are key to your child 

making good progress at school. Our aim is that all children have attendance at 95% or above.  

The information below shows how attendance can affect your child’s future progression. 

If your child is absent due to illness, school will ask for supporting documents. Some examples of evidence that 
could be used are: Prescriptions, Appointment Cards, Doctor’s Notes, etc.  Please ensure any routine appoint-
ments are made out of school hours.  If this evidence is not supplied when your child returns after an illness or 
medical absence, your child’s absence will be recorded as “unauthorised”.  
 

Please could I remind you of the importance of getting your child to school on time. The doors open at 8.30am 
and close promptly at 8.40am; if you arrive after this time until 9am, your child will be classed as late. Any 
child that arrives after 9am will receive an unauthorised absence mark and this will affect their attendance     
percentage. High levels of unauthorised absences or poor punctuality will result in a referral to Bradford         
Education Safeguarding Attendance Team. 
 

Children who arrive at school late are greatly disadvantaged because they miss starting the day with their peers 
and the beginning of lessons. This means that they are often unsettled and confused about tasks. It is essential 
that you ensure that your child arrives at school on time to prevent disruption to your child’s own learning and 
that of others. It is also very important that children establish good routines and habits in preparation for the 
rest of their lives. Punctuality is a life skill that they need to develop whilst they are young.  
 

Please remember that we also run a Breakfast Club which is available to children from Great Oak Nursery to 
Year 6 from 7.30am.  

Above 96%: Less than 8 days absence a year (0 to 44 hours of learning lost) 

Excellent attendance!  These pupils will almost certainly get the best grades they can, leading to better 
prospects for the future.  Pupils will also get into a habit of attending school which will help in the future. 

95% - 95.9%:  Less than 10 days absence a year (0 to 55 hours of learning lost) 

These pupils are likely to achieve good grades and form a habit of attending school regularly, but are less 
likely to do as well as a child with attendance above 96%.  Pupils who take a 2 week holiday every year 
can only achieve 95% attendance. 

94.9% and lower to 90%: 10 to 19 days absence a year (55 to 105 hours of learning lost) 

Pupils with attendance below 95% have attendance below the national average and they are at risk of 
missing key lessons in a sequence of lessons and may find it hard to keep up with their work.  They may 
find this level of attendance, particularly if it is erratic, adversely affects their friendship groups as pupils 
play with other children when they are absent. 

90% and lower: 19 or more days absence a year (at least 105 hours of learning lost) 

The Government identifies pupils with attendance below 90% as “Persistent Absentees”, and it will be 
almost impossible to keep up with work.  Parents of pupils in this group could also face the possibility of 
legal action being taken by the Local Authority. 



 



This year, we are keen to promote jobs and careers in order to raise and broaden the pupils’ aspirations 

for the future. We aim to inspire the children, challenge stereotypes and boost their knowledge and 

confidence about what their futures could look like. 

 

Each half term, there will be a Careers page in the newsletter to support this. 

 

‘Career of the Half Term…’ 

 

Mollie and Isaac have interviewed Sonia Travis who works in the school kitchen and also supports 

with After School Club. 

 

 

What is your job title? 

Catering Manager 

 

What do you do? 

I cook all dinners and puddings for children. I also run the tuck 

shop. 

 

What do you wear for your job and why? 

I wear a full uniform, protective clothing, shoes and a hair net. 

This is for health and safety as well as to look smart while we do 

our job. 

 How long have you been doing this job? 

I’ve been in this particular job for ten years, but have been a cook for 28 years. 

 

Why did you choose this particular career? 

I enjoy feeding people and cooking food. 

 

What is your favourite part of the job? 

Seeing the children at lunch time every day and seeing them enjoy their food. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our Key Stage 2 reading scheme, we would like to use our weekly newsletter to help          

promote and share some of your children’s favourite stories that they have read. Each week, we will be 

sharing book reviews that have been written by your children. Hopefully these reviews will inspire our 

children to read one of the books when they choose their next one.  

Dale in Year 4 has been awarded a trophy from his football 

club. This was for his great dribbling and defending, as well 

as scoring a goal in a recent game.– well done Dale! 

If you have any news about your child’s achievements that you 

would like to share in our newsletter, please speak to your child’s 

class teacher! 

World of Robots - Hijack—Joe Craig 

This is a book about Jango and his Grandad who are stuck on an Island 

and everyone else has left and the robots are now invading and it is left 

for them to try and stop them. My favourite part is the plan they come 

up with to try and defeat the robots. You would enjoy this book if you 

like books about : Robots and adventure stories. 

Reyhan—Year 5  

Not so Ordinary—Earth Level 

I like this book because it tells you secrets behind everyday objects 

and what some of our gadgets were like in the past. I would recom-

mend this book to others because it’s very interesting with lots of 

great pictures and photographs.   

Mollie—Year 4 

https://www.facebook.com/SwainHousePrimary/




We are thrilled to be launching ‘50 Things to do before you’re five’ at Swain House 

Primary School. The 50 Things programme has been developed in Bradford and is 

based on the simple notion that access to life-changing, fun, low-cost or no-cost  

experiences with your family is a great way to support and develop young children’s 

oracy skills and confidence.  

 

 

To access the website for more information , 

click here 

Download the app today to find out more 

information about each activity.  

 

https://50thingstodo.org/


As a school, we are very excited, that we have been chosen to provide our parents/carers of children 

in Year 1 and Year 2 Family Maths sessions, here at school. These sessions will be delivered by White 

Rose Education, in partnership with West Yorkshire Combined Authority. 

The sessions will be fun and interactive, with the aim of giving you lots of ideas and resources that 

you can take away and play at home. The aim of the sessions are to help you support your child’s 

maths learning in school and at home. The sessions are for parents/carers to have fun with their chil-

dren, whilst the maths specialist shows you ways you can use everyday resources and the resources 

given, to help improve your child’s mathematical understanding.  

The sessions will be delivered in three 45-minute slots that will be held on the dates below in our 

small hall:  

Session 1 – Tuesday 4th February at 9:00am 

Session 2 – Tuesday 11th February at 9:00am  

Session 3 – Tuesday 25th February at 9:00am   

Refreshments will be provided at each session for parents/carers and children. Excitingly, lots of 

amazing free games/resources will be given out after each session for you to take home and keep!  

To confirm your attendance to all three sessions please fill in and submit the form below by scanning 
the QR code or accessing the link https://shorturl.at/uqHyO: 

 

For the first session, you will need to bring along ID, such as a utility bill or driving licence. This is only 

to check your address, so White Rose Education can see you are a resident of Bradford, as Bradford 

Council fund the project.  

If you have any questions or would like to use a school device to complete the form, please do not 

hesitate to come and ask.  

https://shorturl.at/uqHyO


 

Enjoy a conversation! 

Each week we will share a conversation card. These are  

designed to help you have meaningful and fun                  

conversations with your child and aid discussions about 

mental health and happiness.  

 



myHappymind Parent App 

 

Scan the QR code to access information about the Parent 

App. 

Once on the webpage click on the ‘Get the  Parent app here’ 

tab. 

Complete your details, then you will be sent access details via 

email. 

Our school Authentication Code is 107220 

 

 

Download the Parent App to learn all about the Science of Happiness and also access a range of 

games, songs, Happy Breathing resources and much more at home! 



 

These are the letters, messages and website updates that have been sent out this week. If you have 

not received any of these letters, please speak to your child’s class teacher or contact the office on 

Here are this week’s attendance and punctuality figures.  There is a proven link between attendance 

and achievement and it is therefore very important that your child attends school and is on time       

unless they are too unwell to do so. Our doors open at 8.30am and close at 8.40am.  

Please see the information below for our whole school and class attendance for the week ending 

31/01/25. 

  Early Years and Key Stage 1:                   Key Stage 2: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations to Kandinsky Class and JK Rowling Class for having the best attendance this week. 
 

Well done to Matisse Class and Lowry Class for having no lates! 

 

Our whole school attendance this week: 

CLASS PERCENTAGE % LATES 

Elm 91.2% 6 

Willow 91.7% 5 

Kandinsky 99.4% 2 

Matisse 98.7% 0 

Lowry 98.3% 3 

Van Gogh 97.4% 0 

CLASS PERCENTAGE %  LATES 

Anne Fine 93.8% 1 

Roald Dahl 93.8% 1 

JK Rowling 99.4% 2 

Michael Morpurgo 94.2% 5 

Elgar 95.2% 1 

Mozart 96.5% 3 

Beethoven 89.0% 3 

Vivaldi 92.5% 1 

95.2% 

 National Online Safety - ‘Wake Up Wednesday’ guide from National Online 

Safety is about ‘Health and Fitness apps’. 

 29.01.25 - Children’s Mental Health Week 

29.01.25 - Year 5 Industrial Museum Visit - Rearranged Date 

30.01.25 - Elgar Class Assembly 

 

30.01.25 - Message from the School Immunisation Team  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Thursday 06.02.25 2.30pm Elgar Class Assembly 

Tuesday 11.02.25 2.30pm Van Gogh Class Assembly - 

Rearranged 

Thursday 13.02.25 2.30pm Lowry Class Assembly 

Thursday 27.02.25 2.30pm JK Rowling Class Assembly 

Thursday 13.03.25 2.30pm Kandinsky Class - Holi    

Assembly 

Thursday 20.03.25 2.30pm Anne Fine Class Assembly 

Thursday 27.03.25 2.30pm Lowry Class – Vaisakhi   

Assembly 

Thursday 03.04.25 2.30pm Mozart Class – Easter        

Assembly 

Careers week—3rd-8th March 2025 



Our Breakfast Club opens at 7.30am at a cost of 

£3.00 each per day or at 7.45am at the cost of 

£2.50 each per day. Children from Nursery to Year 

6 can attend.  

If you would like to book your child into Breakfast 

Club, please use ParentPay. 

 

Our After School Club is available until 4pm at a 

cost of £2.50 each per day.  

If you would like to book your child into After 

School Club, please use ParentPay. 

We also offer an Extra Club service that runs until 6pm at a cost of £4.50 per day. 

If you would like to book your child into Extra Club, please use ParentPay. 

Please can you ensure that Extra Club places are booked and paid for in advance - by Monday 

morning. This ensures registers are accurate and places are booked and guaranteed. 

 

Monday - Friday 03.02.25 - 09.02.25  Mental Health Week 

Friday  07.02.25  Non Uniform Day 

Tuesday  11.02.25   Safer Internet Day 





This week, our ‘Wake Up Wednesday’ guide from National Online Safety is about ‘Supporting Children to 

Develop Emotional Literacy’. 


